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2020 FFirst Extraordinnry Session GENROLLLED
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 20

1Y SENATOR BARROW

A RESOLUTION
To esinblish n gronp o study and malke recommendations regavding (he leasimbly ol
establishing an optimal funding meshanism for the Louisiuna Public Delender

Boord,

WHUREAS, the Louisiana Public Defonder Board was ereated and established s a
stote puency within the office ol'the governor 10 provide for the supervision, ndministmtion,
and delivery of a stolewide public tdsfender system, which shall deliver uniform public
dcl‘enldcr services in all courty b (hig stale; nad

WHEREAS, Artlele 1, Seetlon 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana ol 1974, in
accordonce wilh the state’s abligation under the Sixth and Fourleenth Amendments of the
United States Constitution, provides Whal at “cach siage of the proceedings, cvery person is
entilled 1o assistance of counsel of his eholee, or appointed by the court iFhe is indigent and
charged with an offense punisbable by imptisonment”, and Sectian 13 further snondutes that
e legislature shall provide for "n unlforin systent for gecwiing snd compensaling qualified
counsel lor indipents"; and

WIEREAS, in recognilian of ils mandales undee both the Uniled States and
Louisiana conslitulions, L is the abligation of the legisluure lo provide for the general
framework and resources necessary Lo provide for the delivery of public defender services
in thiy state; sl

WHEREAS, in 2007, the leglslotore cnueled the Louisiung Public Delender Act Lo
provide for ull of The following:

{1y Ensuring that adequute public funding of the right lo counsel s pravided and
managed in n cost-cfleclive and liscally vesponsibie manner,

(2) Ensuring that the public defender system is free from undue palitical and judicial
interference and free of confiets of intercsls,

(3) Esinblishing a Slexible delivery system that is 1esponsive Lo und vespeetful of

Jueisdicrionn) vaviances und Joeal community needs and interests,
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SR NO. 20 ENROLLED

(4) Providing that the vight v counsel is delivered by qualificd and compelent
counsel i n manner that is fuit snd sonsistent throughour ihe slate,

(5) Provithng for staewide oversight wirh the objective thal ol indigeny eviminal
defendmits who are eligivle 1o have appuinied counsel at public expense receive efleetive
nasistnce of comsel w vach milieal stage of the proceeding,

(6) Providing for the ability i collect and varily uhjective statistical data on public
defense worklowd and other orifival data nceded to wasist stae pulicysnukers in making
informad decisions on the sppropriate funding levels Lo ensure an adequale yerviee delivery
system,

(7) Praviding for the develupment of uniform binding standards and puidelings for
\he delivery of public defender secvices and for an clieetive manngement sysicot o moilor
nnd enforce complianee with such standords and guidelines; nnd

WHEREAS, the right 1o o public defender has besn gumanieed to poor defendants
in eriminal coud sinee the Janchinarl 1963 Supreme Cours decision Gideon v. Wainwrighi,
but advoentes siy Ihat right hos been eroded by  luck of Tundling, which has led 1o a scareily
of resources, singgering caseloads, and in some cases, the ngencies have rejected clients
hecause they couldn't afford to delend them; and

WHERHEAS, Lonisiana funds representalion tor noneapital defendants thiough
legislative appraprintions at the state level, supplemented by tinffie tickets and other local
lines aaseased by each defender distic; and

WHERBAS, about cighty-Tive pereent ol eriminal defendants in 2016 gualilied for
n court-nppainted lawyer and (hinty-three of Ihe sinie's fony-lwo public delender olfices
storled lyrming awsty cases they no longer had hercsouees (o handle, arguing thal whalever
legal ussislance they could provide would be so inelMective as 10 violaie the defendant's
consliwtional rights sayway; and

WHEREAS. in 2016, the Louisiuna Stare Public Defender was a defendant in the
federal cuse Yarls v. Bunton, which ehallenged the constitutionality of the Lovisians pulilic
delendars' praciice af placing indigent, noncapitn) delendants on wait lisis for appoinied
counsel due 10 ctuonic budpetary shoitfallx, thus violating poor defendanis’ Sixth and

Fourlcenth Amendments rights 1o a speedy win) and 1o assislinee al counsel; and
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SR NO. 2D HRRELLED

WHERT.AS, it mdet 19 achieve il realization of the Lovisiana Public Delendm
Act of 2007, jequires toughtiul considertion by i group 1o sty and mnke
vecammendations regarding the feasibility of establishing an oplinial Tunding mechanism
for the Lovisiann Publie Defeader Baare,

THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLYEL that the Senale ol the Legislatre of Louisinmi
does hereby eslablish the Lauisiana Public Defender Board Optimal Funding Group o study
the feasibility of establishing an optimal funding mechanism 1o address fimding jssues of the
Lovisizna Public Delender Bourd mivd (o veport 21l sueh matiers 1o the Senule.

QI T PURTHER RESOLVED that the Lovisinnu Public Defender Boued Optinval
Funding Group shall be comprised of the following members:

(1) The governor shall appaint three members.

(2) The ehicl justice of the Supreme Court of Louisiana shall nppoint four members,
one member shal) be a juvenile justice wivocale, one member shall be o retired judge with
criminnl law experience, and lwo members shall be m-large.

(3) The president o) the Senule shall uppaint one member,

(4) ‘The president of the Lovisians Staic Bov Association, or his designee.

(5) The chaimun of the Louisiana State Law Institnte's Children'’s Code Commillee,
or his desighee.

(6) The chiirman of the Sennle Committes on Fiuance, or hls deslgnee.

{7) The chaltman of the Senule Commiliee on Judiciary D, oF his designee.

(%) ‘The state public defender of the Lovisiana Public Defender Board, or his
designee.

(9 The cliviriman wl'the Housc Commiliee on the A dministention of Criminal Justice,

ar his designen,

(10) The chuivinan ol the Louisinng Association ol Criminal Defense Luwyers, ovhis

dJesignee,

(113 T he chuivman of the Foundation for Louisinnm, ov bis designee,

(12) The exeeutive direclor ofhe Ancrican Civil Liberties Unian of Louisiana, or

his Jesighee,

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that the initial meeting of the siudy group shall be
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SING, 20 ERNROTLLED
cnlled by Ihe president ol the Louisiana Sennte. The president ol the Senale appoiniee shall
chair the sy group and ol ilg initial mecting, (he study group shail elect ather ulTicers as
it shull deem necessary, The Jirst meeting shail ke pliee no Tala dian Geptembes 15,2020,
v Louistionn Seonte shal) provide stafl suppon.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVER that members o this stody pronp shull serve without
compensalion, cxeept per diem or expenac reimbursementto which they miy be individually
enlilled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVER that o majority of the tolnl membership shall
consliture a quorum of the study group and any official action by the study group shull
vequire o aflimative vole of a mujorily of the quorum present and voling.

BE I FURTIIER RESOLY DD that the stucky group shall mect as neceagavy anc shail
repart it findings to (he Senale nol Inter than April 1,202).

BE IT PURTHER RESOLVED that 6 copy uf his Resolution be wansmitied o the
gavermor, the chisl juslice of the Louisiana Supretic Cowrt, the president of the Louisiuna
State Par Agsucialion, the chainmen of the Louisiond Stato Law Intitule’s Children's Code
Cammillee, 1he stale public defender of he Lovisiana Public Defender Bonvd, the churiman
of the Louisiana Agsocintion of Criminal Delense Lawyers, (e chairmat of the Poundation

for Louisfana, and tha oxeeutive dirsstor of the American Civil Libeties Unjon of Lovisiana,

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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2021 Repular Session ENROVLLED
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 247

BY SENATOR BARROW

A RESOLUTION
Tore-creale the Louisiana Publie Defender Optinal Funding Growp fo cominue 1o study and

o make recommendations segnding (he feasibility of establishing an optimal

funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Delender Board.

WHEREAS, (he Louisiana Public Defender Board was crealed and established as
sinle ngency within the office of the governor 1o provide for the supervision, ndministration,
and delivery ol a slatewide public defender syslem, 1o deliver uniform public defender
sevviees in ol courts in this stawe;, and

WHEREAS, Article 1, Section 13 of the Constitution of Loisiuna ol 1974, in
accordance with the state's abligalion under the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendimeuts of the
United States Constitutian, provides that al “cach stage of the praccedings, every person is
entitled 1o nssistance of counsel of his choice, or appoinied by the cowrt if he is indigen! and
charged with an offense pumisliable by imprisonment", and Section 13 further mondales that
the leglslature provide for "a uniform system for securing and compensating qualified
counsel Tor indigents”; and

WHEREAS, under both the United States and Louisinna constitulions, it is the
obligation of the legislalure to pravide for the geneval frammework ml resources necessary
(o deliver public defender sevvices in this slale; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, the legislature enacted the Lonisiang Public Defender Act (o
provide all ol the following:

(1) Ensuring that adequate public funding of e right to counsel is provided and
managed in a Cosl-eflfcclive and Niscally responsible manner.

(2) Ensuring that the public defender syslem is fiee fiom undue polirical and judiciol
interference nnd free of conflicts nl'interests.

(3) Establishing o Nexible delivery system that is vesponsive 1o and respectful of

jurisdictional variances and Jocal commmnity needs and interests.
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SR NGO, 247 ENROLLED

{4) Providing that the right 10 counsel is dedivered Gy qualilicd and competent
counsel i a manner that is Tair and consisien) throughout the state.

(5) Providing for statewide aversight with he objective that all indigent eriminal
defendants who ate eligible 1o have appointed counsel a public expense receive offecrive
assiglanee of counsel at each critieal stage of the proceeding.

(6 'eoviding for the ability ta collect and verify abjective statistical dlata on public
defense workload and other eritical dala needed to assist state policymakers in making
informed decisions on the appropriate funding levels lo ensure an adequate sevvice delivery
system.

(7) Providing for the developtnent of uniform binding standards and guidelines for
the delivery of public defender services and Tor an effective munagement gystem 10 monitor
and eforee compliance with such stundards and guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the right 1o o public defender has been guaranteed to poor defendants
in criminal court singe the landmark 1963 Supreme Count decision Gideon v. Waimwright,
bul advocmes say hal right has been evoded by nlack of funding, which has Jed (o a scarcity
ol resources, staggering caselonds, and in some cases, the agencies have rejected clients
because they could not afford ta defend them; and

WIHEREAS, Louisiana junds representation for noncapital defendanls through
legishative appropriations al the staie level, supplemented by traffic tickets and other locul
fines nssessed by each defender district; and

WIIEREAS, about eighty-five percent of ¢riminal defendants in 2016 qualified for
a court-appointed lnwyer and (histy-three of the siate's Torty-iwo public delender ofTices
started turning away cases they no fonger had the resources Lo handle, arguing \hat whalever
fepal assistance they could provide would be so inefloetive as to violale the defendant's
constitutional rights anyway; wd

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Louisiana Siate Public Delender was a delendant in the
lederal case Yarls v Simion, which challenged the constimtionality of the Louisinna public
delenders' practice ol placing indigent, noncapital defendants on wait lists for appoinied
counsel due 1o chrenie budgetay shortlulls, thus violating poor defendants’ Sixth and

Fourteenth Amiendinents rights o a speedy trial and to assisionee ol counsel; and
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SR NO, 247 EN

WIHERLAS, lull realization af the Louisiana Public Defender's Act 02007 requires
though!fu) consideralion by o graup lo study tnd moke recommendalions vegarding e
feasibility of estublishing an optimal [undiug mechanism lor the Louisiana Public Defender
Board; and

WHEREAS, the Senate originally established o group 1o conduet this study with
Senale Resolution No. 20 af the 2020 First Extrnordinary Session which divected a repori
to the Senate by April 1, 2021, however the group was unnable to complete its study,

THEREFORE, BE JT RESOLVER thal the Senaie of the Lepisloture of Lonisiann
does hereby recreate the Lovisiana Public Defender Board Optinnl Funding Group to
continue the study of the feasibility of establishing an optimal fnding mechanism to address
funding issues of the Lavisiana Publie Defender Board and to repart nll sucl mutiers to the
Senale.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Louisiana Public Defender Board Optivn)
Funding Group shall be constituted as follows:

(1) 8ix members appointed by the governor, including one trom his staff and one
from each appellate court district.

(2) Four members appoinled by the chief justice of the supreme court, including one
juvenile justice advocale, one retired judge with criminal law experience, nnd two al-large
members.

{3) One member appointed by the president of the Senale,

(4) The president of the Louisiana Siate Bar Associntion, or his designee.

(5) The chuivman of the Louisiana Stale Law Institute's Children's Code Commiutee,
or hig designee.

(6) The chairman of the Senate Commitiee on Finance, or his desipnec.

(7) The chaivman of the Senate Commiliee on Judiciary B, or his designee.

(8) The chnirman of the Senate Comnitiee on Judiciary C, ar his designee,

(9) The state public defender. :

BE 1T FURTIIER RESOLVED that the appoitilee of the president of the Louisisia
Senale shall continue to serve as chuir of the group and the Lowisiang Senate shal) provide

stafl support,
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SR NO., 247 ENRELLED

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVELD at the group may clect other officers as it shall
decm neeessnry.

BE T FURTHER RESOLVED that members of this study group shull serve withou
compensation, exeepl per diem orexpenseyeimbursement to which they moy be individually
entitled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a lotal membership shall constitute & quorum
of the study group snd any official netion by the study group shall tequire an alTirmative vate
of o majority of the quorum present and voting,

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED thatthe sludy gronp shall mect as nceessiy und shal)
repart its findings 1o the Senale nol later than March 1, 2022,

BE IT FURTHER RESQLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmiticd W the
governor, the chief justice of the Louisiana Supreme Cout, the president of the Louisiann
State Bar Association, and the chaitman of the Louisians Stale Law Instinte's

Childven's Code Committee,

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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2022 Regular Segsion ENROLLED
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 193

BY SENATOR BARROW

A RESOLUTION
“T'o recreate the Louisiana Public Defender Optimal Funding Group to continue to study and
to make recommendations regarding the feasibility of establishing an optimal
funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Defender Board.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Public Defender Board was created and established as a
state agency within the office of the governor to provide for the supervision, administration,
and delivery of a statewide public defender system, to deliver uniform public defender
services in all courts in this state; and

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana of 1974, in
accordance with the state's obligation under the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments of the
United States Constitution, provides that at "each stage of the proceedings, every person is
entitled to assistance of counsel of his choice, or appointed by the court if he is indigent and
charged with an offense punishable by imprisonment", and Section 13 further mandates that
the legistature provide for “a uniform system for securing and compensating qualified
counsel for indigents"; and

WHEREAS, under both the United States and Louisiana constitutions, it is the
obligation of the logislature to provide for the general framework and resources necessary
to deliver public defender services in this state; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, the legislaturc enacted the Louisiana Public Defender Act to
provide all of the following:

(1) Ensuring that adequate public funding of the right to counsel is provided and
managed in a cost-effective and fiscally responsible ranner.

(2) Ensuring that the public defender system is free from undue political and judicial
interference and free of conflicts of inlerests,

(3) Establishing a flexible delivery system that is responsive to and respectful of

jurisdictional variances and local community needs and interests.
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SR NO. 193 ENROLLED

(4) Providing that the right to counsel is delivered by qualified and competent
counsel in a manner that is fair and consistent throughout the state,

(5) Providing for statewide oversight with the objective that all indigent criminal
defendants who are eligible to have appointed counsel at public expense receive effective
assistance of counsel at each critical stage of the proceeding,

(6) Providing for the ability to collect and verify objective statistical data on public
defense workload and other critical data needed to assist state policymakers in making
informed decisions on the appropriate funding levels to ensure an adequate service delivery
system.

(7) Providing for the development of uniform binding standards and guidelines for
the delivery of public defender services and for an effective management system to monitor
and enforce compliance with such standards and guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the right to a public defender has been guaranteed to poor defendants
in criminal court since the landmark 1963 Supreme Court decision Gideon v. Wainwright,
but advocates say that right has been eroded by a lack of funding, which has led to a scarcity
of resources, staggering caseloads, and in some cases, the agencies have rejected clients
because they could not atford to defend them; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana [unds representation for noncapital defendants through
legislative appropriations at the state level, supplemented by traffic tickets and other local
fines assessed by each defender district; and

WHEREAS, about eighty-five percent of criminal defendants in 2016 qualified for
a court-appointed lawyer and thirty-three of the state’s forty-two public defender offices
started turning away cases they no longer had the resources to handle, arguing that whatever
legal assistance they could provide would be so ineffective as to violate the defendant's
constitutional rights anyway; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Louisiana State Public Defender was a defendant in the
federnl case Yarls v. Bunton, which challenged the constitutionality of the Louisiana public
defenders' practice of placing indigent, noncapital defendants on wait lists for appointed
counse! due to chronic budgetary shortfalls, thus violating poor defendants' Sixth and

Fourteenth Amendments rights to a speedy trial and to assistance of counsel; and

Page 2 of 4



SR NO. 193 ENROLLED

WHEREAS, full realization of the Louisiana Public Defender's Act 0£2007 requires
thoughtful consideration by a group to study and make recommendations regarding the
feasibility of establishing an optimal funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Defender
Board; and

WHEREAS, the Senate originally established a group to conduct this study with
Senate Resolution No. 20 of the 2020 First Extraordinary Session which directed a report
to the Senate by April 1, 2021, however the group was unable to complete its study; and

WHEREAS, the Senate recreated the group with Senate Resolution No. 247 of the
2021 Regular Session, which directed a teport to the Senate by March 1, 2022, however the
group was unable to complete its study.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate of the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby reestablish and provide for the Louisiana Public Defender Optimal Funding
Group to study and to make recommendations regarding the feasibility of establishing an
optimal funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Defender Board, and to propose
recommendations, together with specific proposals for legislution, by written report to the
Senate and to the David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library as required by R.8. 24:771
and 772, no later than March 1, 2023.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the group should include consideration of all
matter pertinent to establishing an optimal funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public
Defender Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the group shall consist of the following
members:

(1) Six members appointed by the governor, including one from his staff and one
from each appellate court district,

(2) Four members appointed by the chief justice of the supreme court, including one
juvenile justice advocate, one retired judge with criminal law experience, and two at-large
metmbers,

(3) One member appointed by the president of the Senate.

(4) The president of the Louisiana State Bar Association, oc his designee.

(5) The chairman of the Louisiana State Law Institute's Children's Code Committee,
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SR NO. 193 ENROLLED

or his designee.

(6) The chairman of the Senate Committee on Finance, or his designee,

(7) The chairman of the Senate Commitiee on Judiciary B, or his designee.

(8) The chairman of the Scnate Committee on Judiciary C, or his designee,

(9) The state public defender.

(10) The chair of the Louisiana Hospital Agsociation, or his designee.

(11) The president of the Louisiana Municipal Association, or his designee,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each designating authority shall submit the
namies of designees to the group to the president of the Senate no later than August 1, 2022.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the group shall convene for its first meeting no later
than September 15, 2022, at the call of the president of the Senate's appointee who shall
serve as chair, and at the first meeting, the members shall elect other officers as the group
may deem appropriate.

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED that a majority of the group shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business. All official actions of the group shall require the affirmative
vote of a majority of the members.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the group shalil serve without
compensation, except per diem or expenses reimbursement to which they may be
individually entitled as members of their constituent organizations,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the group shall terminate on the date of the
submission of its report or March 1, 2023, whichever accurs first,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the
governor, the chief justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court, the president of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, and the chairman of the Louisiana State Law Institute's Children's

Code Committee.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

Page 4 of 4



2022 Regular Session ENROLLED
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 224

BY SENATOR BARROW

A RESOLUTION
To recreate the Louisiana Public Defender Optimal Funding Group to continue to study and
to make recommendations regarding the feasibility of establishing an optimal
funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Defender Board.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Public Defender Board was created and established as a
state agency within the office of the governor to provide for the supervision, administration,
and delivery of a statewide public defender system, to deliver uniform public defender
services in all courts in this state; and

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana of 1974, in
accordance with the state's obligation under the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments of the
United States Constitution, provides that at "each stage of the proceedings, every person is
entitled to assistance of counsel of his choice, or appointed by the court if he is indigent and
charged with an offense punishable by imprisonment", and Section 13 further mandates that
the legislature provide for "a uniform system for securing and compensating qualified
counsel for indigents"; and

WHEREAS, under both the United States and Louisiana constitutions, it is the
obligation of the legislature to provide for the general framework and resources necessary
to deliver public defender services in this state; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, the legislature enacted the Louisiana Public Defender Act to
provide all of the following:

(1) Ensuring that adequate public funding of the right to counsel is provided and
managed in a cost-effective and fiscally responsible manner.

(2) Ensuring that the public defender system is free from undue political and judicial
interference and free of conflicts of interests.

(3) Establishing a flexible delivery system that is responsive to and respectful of

jurisdictional variances and local community needs and interests.

Page 1 of 4



SR NO. 224 ENROLLED

(4) Providing that the right to counsel is delivered by qualified and competent
counsel in a manner that is fair and consistent throughout the state.

(5) Providing for statewide oversight with the objective that all indigent criminal
defendants who are eligible to have appointed counsel at public expense receive effective
assistance of counsel at each critical stage of the proceeding.

(6) Providing for the ability to collect and verify objective statistical data on public
defense workload and other critical data needed to assist state policymakers in making
informed decisions on the appropriate funding levels to ensure an adequate service delivery
system.

(7) Providing for the development of uniform binding standards and guidelines for
the delivery of public defender services and for an effective management system to monitor
and enforce compliance with such standards and guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the right to a public defender has been guaranteed to poor defendants
in criminal court since the landmark 1963 Supreme Court decision Gideon v. Wainwright,
but advocates say that right has been eroded by a lack of funding, which has led to a scarcity
of resources, staggering caseloads, and in some cases, the agencies have rejected clients
because they could not afford to defend them; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana funds representation for noncapital defendants through
legislative appropriations at the state level, supplemented by traffic tickets and other local
fines assessed by each defender district; and

WHEREAS, about eighty-five percent of criminal defendants in 2016 qualified for
a court-appointed lawyer and thirty-three of the state's forty-two public defender offices
started turning away cases they no longer had the resources to handle, arguing that whatever
legal assistance they could provide would be so ineffective as to violate the defendant's
constitutional rights anyway; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Louisiana State Public Defender was a defendant in the
federal case Yarls v. Bunton, which challenged the constitutionality of the Louisiana public
defenders' practice of placing indigent, noncapital defendants on wait lists for appointed
counsel due to chronic budgetary shortfalls, thus violating poor defendants' Sixth and

Fourteenth Amendments rights to a speedy trial and to assistance of counsel; and
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SR NO. 224 ENROLLED

WHEREAS, full realization of the Louisiana Public Defender's Act of 2007 requires
thoughtful consideration by a group to study and make recommendations regarding the
feasibility of establishing an optimal funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Defender
Board; and

WHEREAS, the Senate originally established a group to conduct this study with
Senate Resolution No. 20 of the 2020 First Extraordinary Session which directed a report
to the Senate by April 1, 2021, however, the group was unable to complete its study; and

WHEREAS, the Senate recreated the group with Senate Resolution No. 247 of the
2021 Regular Session, which directed a report to the Senate by March 1, 2022, however, the
group was unable to complete its study.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate of the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby reestablish and provide for the Louisiana Public Defender Optimal Funding
Group to study and to make recommendations regarding the feasibility of establishing an
optimal funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public Defender Board, and to propose
recommendations, together with specific proposals for legislation, by written report to the
Senate and to the David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library as required by R.S. 24:771
and 772, no later than March 1, 2023,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the group should include consideration of all
matter pertinent to establishing an optimal funding mechanism for the Louisiana Public
Defender Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the group shall consist of the following
members:

(1) Six members appointed by the governor, including one from his staff and one
from each appellate court district.

(2) Four members appointed by the chief justice of the supreme court, including one
juvenile justice advocate, one retired judge with criminal law experience, and two at-large
members.

(3) One member appointed by the president of the Senate.

(4) The president of the Louisiana State Bar Association, or his designee.

(5) The chairman of the Louisiana State Law Institute's Children's Code Committee,
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SR NO. 224 ENROLLED
or his designee.

(6) The chairman of the Senate Committee on Finance, or his designee.

(7) The chairman of the Senate Committee on Judiciary B, or his designee.

(8) The chairman of the Senate Committee on Judiciary C, or his designee.

(9) The state public defender, or his designee.

(10) The chairman of the Foundation for Louisiana, or his designee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each designating authority shall submit the
names of designees to the group to the president of the Senate no later than August 1, 2022.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the group shall convene for its first meeting no later
than September 15, 2022, at the call of the president of the Senate's appointee who shall
serve as chair, and at the first meeting, the members shall elect other officers as the group
may deem appropriate.

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that a majority of the group shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business. All official actions of the group shall require the affirmative
vote of a majority of the members,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the group shall serve without
compensation, except per diem or expenses reimbursement to which they may be
individually entitled as members of their constituent organizations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the group shall terminate on the date of the
submission of its report or March 1, 2023, whichever occurs first.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall supercede Senate
Resolution No. 193 of the 2022 Regular Session.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the
govemor, the chief justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court, the president of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, the chairman of the Foundation of Louisiana, the state public
defender, and the chairman of the Louisiana State Law Institute's Children's Code

Committee,

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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